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Homestudy Course 
in Witchcraft 


Preface: 

Except possibly time itself, everything in our world needs a beginning, a starting point. 
This is exactly what this introductory lesson isall about, giving you a pointatwhich to 
start practici ng the craft. 

It is important to note that this form of Witchcraft is neither white magick nor black 
magick, simply magick. Raising energy, whether from you or using deities or spirits, can 
be used for any purpose; this is a moral choice. Your purpose determines the color of 
your magick. What about Karma? While I hold a strong faith in Karma, I also find that 
guilt, in many ways of its own, is Karma. 

What makes this course distinctively different from most others is that it lacks an 
abundance of history and traditions. The magick taught within these pages is based on 
your own personal energy. You do not need to know thousands of years of other 
people's practices to develop your inner magick. This course is designed to give you the 
toolsand knowledge you need to get started rightaway, so pay close attention and keep 
looking insideof yourself for the best tools: energies and emotions. 

Outline: 

This introductory lesson is a foundation for your journey through this course and into 
the craft. 
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Self Dedication 


A Chapter from the I ntroductory Lesson of 
TheCompleteHomestudy Course in Witchcraft 

The first step in I earning the craft is Self-Dedication. This, in itself, will allow energies to 
focus on you. Your body isfull of psychic energy which you may already use, and Self- 
Dedication will open up the earth energies of air, fire, water and earth (known as 
elementals)toyou so you may use them as your own. Each energy that you useisatool, 
and the more tools you can use, the stronger your magick. 

Self-Dedication and Initiation differ in that Initiation focuses the deity and astral energies 
to you, while Self-Dedication allowsyou the ability to reach out and draw the energies on 
your own. 

Read this ritual over and memorize it so you can recite it without having to stop and 
remember w hat i s next. The reason why some memori zati on i s i important i s the 
effectiveness of the ritual i s d i recti y related to your abi I ity to ful ly focus on your task. 
Interrupting a ritual to look up the instruction can easily distract you and divert your 
energies el sew here, hence defeating your purpose. 

You Will Need 

Three white candles 
One red candle 
Matches or lighter 

Sweet smel I i ng i ncense, such as rose 
(stick or cone is fine) 

A cup with water 
A quiet place 

Example Setup 



Setup 

This must be done on the night of thefull moon. 

PI ace the three white cand I es i n the form of a tri angl e. 
Place the red candle in the middle. 

Place the water to the I eft si de of the tri angl e of cand I es. 
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PI ace the i ncense to the right side of the tri angl e of cand I es. 

Self Dedication Ceremony 

Perform STEP ON E, Meditation. 

Light the white tip candle and envision white light shooting up from the earth into the 
candle. 

(Visual ize this as best you can. Later Iessons wi 11 hel p you develop this abi I ity.) 

Light the remaining white candles while saying your name. 

Light the incense and walk around the candles while saying: 

(If you cannot walk around the candles, simply rotate the incense in a circle around them.) 
"On this night, I come before the dements asking for the guardians to arise." 

"Open the path, open the gates, open the way, I am here." 

Light the red candle. 

Say why you have chosen Witchcraft or the way of M agick. 

(It is important to be honest with thisstep.) 

(Do not si mply state that you want to be a witch.) 

(Do some serious sou I searching and put your heart into it.) 

(You can keep it to one sentence or prepare an elaborate speech.) 

Stand i n the form of the pentagram and say: 

(Standing in theform of a pentagram means raising your arms to shoulder height 
and spread i ng your feet about two feet apart.) 

"Earth M other I invokeyou." 

Stay i n this position for a few moments. 

Kneel before the candles and takethewater. 

Pass it through the incense and over the candles while saying: 

"Bless me Earth M other, with this water chargeyour energies inside." 

(Thiswill purify the water.) 

Put the cup of water down and pi ace your pal ms over it, 

while envisioning a white light coming from the earth, filling the water. Say: 

"As to earth, as to me, may this water purify me." 

Hold the cup high over your head and say: 

"Open the path, open the gates, open the way, I am here." 

Drink the charged water. 

Put out the red candle and say: 

"Great Earth M other Blessed Be." 

" I am charged, so mote it be." 

Let the white candles burn themselves out. 
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Tools and H ow to ChargeThem 

A Chapter from the I ntroductory Lesson of 
TheCompleteHomestudy Course in Witchcraft 

practicing the craft requires a small gallery of tools. They aid you on your path. The tools 
must be charged with energies from you and the elemental energies. Charge your tools 
only after properly channeling earth (elemental) energies through Self-Dedication. You will 
learn all the various uses of these tools (and morewill be added) in later lessons. 

The tools you will need thus far are as follows: 

Athameor Ritual Knife: 

Thi s may be of any type you choose, preferably at I east four i nches i n I ength. 

Chalice orCup: 

Thi s may be of any type you choose. 

Incense Burner: 

This may be of any type you choose. 

Bowl or cauldron: 

This must be black (painted isfine). 

Book of Shadows: 

This must bea blank book in which you will write all of your spells, ritualsand ceremonies. 

To charge these tools, you will need the following items: 

Modeling Paint & Paint Brush: In the colors of your choice 

Incense: Sandalwood, stick or cone 

Salt 

Cup with Water 
White Candle 
Black Candle 
Matches or lighter 

Herbs: Herbs will be specified with each tool that requires them 

Charging Setup: 

pl ace the black and white candles next to each other about two to seven inches apart. Place 
thecuptotheleftand the incense to the right. PI ace the paint and paintbrush anywhere on 
the altar. Place the athame anyw here u nder the cand I es. Thi s chargi ng must be done on the 
night of the full moon and after Self-Dedication. 

ExampleSetup: 
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C hargi ng the A thame: 

You will need wormwood herb for this charging. 

Perform STEP ON E, Meditation. 

Light the white candle whilesaying: 

"Earth M other Thee I Invoke." 

Light the black candle while saying: 

"Blessed be." 


L i ght the i ncense. PI ace the sal t i n the cu p w hi I e say i ng: 

"Earth M other charge this water." 

PI ace your hands, pal ms down, over the cup. 

Imagine a white light coming up from the earth into the cup. 

Hold your knife up high above your head while saying: 

"I call upon theelementsof air, fire, water and earth." 

PI ace the tip of the knife into the cup of charged water while saying: 

"Beblessed to water and earth." 

Pass the knife through the i ncense and cand I e f I ames whi I e say i ng: 

"Beblessed to air and fire." 

Hold the knife close to you. 

Visualizeyou and theknifeglowing whitewhilesaying: 

" Be charged creature of life." 

Take the wormwood and mix it with the paint. 

Pai nt a pentagram on the hand I e of the knife. 

PI ace your hands, pal ms down, over the pentagram while saying: 

"Earth M other chargeyour symbol. So mote it be." 

Take the knife out in the full moon and allow the rays of the moon to touch it. 
AI ways drain the charged water from the cup (chalice) unto the earth. 

The knife is charged. 

C hargi ngtheChal ice: 
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You will need the herb basil for this charging. 

Charging the chalice should bedoneduring thewaxing to full moon. 
It can be done immediately after you charge your athame. 

Follow the same setup as you did for the athame. 

PI ace the chalice to be charged anywhereunder the candles. 

Perform STEP ONE, Meditation. 
Lightthewhitecandlewhilesaying: 

"Earth M other thee I invoke." 

Light the black candle while saying: 

"Blessed be." 


Light the incense. 

Putthesaltinthecup and with the tip of the athame, 
draw a pentagram on the surface of the water while saying: 

"As salt with water, I purify thee." 

Take the chalice and pourthecup of water into it whilesaying: 

"M ay this charge this chalice to the dements earth and water." 

Visualize the cup glowing white. 

Pass the cup through the i ncense and candles while saying: 

"M ay this chargethis chaliceto theelements of air and fire." 

Hold the chalice over your head whilesaying: 

"Earth M other bless this chalice in your honor." 

Mix the basil with the paint. 

Draw a pentagram on the surface while saying: 

"So mote it be." 

Take the chalice outside and pour the charged water onto the earth. 
The chal i ce i s charged. 

C harging the I ncense Burner: 

You will need nutmeg herb for this charging. 

Thischarging should bedonebetween thewaxing to full moon. 

F ol Iow the same setu p as you did for the athame and chal ice, 
but replace the cup with the charged chalice. 

Perform STEP ON E, Meditation. 
Lightthewhitecandlewhilesaying: 

"Earth M other thee I invoke." 

Light the black candle while saying: 

"Blessed be." 


PI ace the incense in the new burner to be charged. Light the incense. 
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PI ace the salt into the chal ice, then pi ace the ti p of the athame i n the water. 
Draw a pentagram whilesaying: 

"As bladeto water, salt to earth, bless this chalice, giving birth." 

Visualize the chal ice glowing white. 

Sprinkle the i ncense burner with water from the chal ice w hi I e say i ng: 

"With earth and water, bless this creature of air." 

Pass the burner through the cand I es w hi I e say i ng: 

"Fire bless this creatureof air." 

Hold the burner high above your head while saying: 

"Air fill this creature." 

Visualizetheburner glowing white. 

M ix the nutmeg with the pai nt and pai nt a pentagram on the burner, sayi ng: 
"Earth M other, bless this piece of art in your name. So mote it be." 

Take the burner outsi de and I et the i ncense ri se to the ski es for a moment. 

(A I ways drai n the charged water from the chal ice unto the earth.) 

The i ncense bu rner i s charged. 

Bowl or Cauldron Charging: 

You will need the herb wormwood for this charging. 

Follow the same setup as you did for the athame, chalice and incense burner, 
but replace the incense burner with your charged one. 

Perform STEP ONE, Meditation. 

Light the white candle whilesaying: 

"Earth M other thee I invoke." 

Light the black candle while saying: 

"Blessed be." 


Place the salt i nto the chal i ce of water. 

PI ace the ti p of the athame i nto the water. 

Draw a pentagram on the surface of the water while saying: 

"As bladeto water, salt to earth, bless this chalice, giving birth." 

Visualizethechaliceglowing white. 

Pour the water into the bowl. 

PI ace the tip of the athame into the bow I whilesaying: 

"Charge this creature elements of all. Bring to it your loving call." 

Pass the bow I through the incense and candles. 

Hold itaboveyour head. Visualizeitglowing whitewhilesaying: 
"Earth M other let this beyour eyes." 

Mix the wormwood with the paint. 
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Paint a pentagram on the bowl while saying: 

"So mote it be." 

Take the bowl outside and pour the water unto the earth. 

The cau I d ron i s charged. 

Book of Shadows: 

The Book of Shadows does not need to be charged in the same manner as your other tools. 
It is simply a blank book of any type you choose, in which you write all of your ceremonies, 
rituals, spell and results. 

Begin your book by recording your experiences through the Self-Dedication process, 
meditation and charging yourtools. Continueyour journal in your Book of Shadows with 
each practice of the craft. Your next entry should be about wax and water. 



Sample Book of Shadows 


The Book of Shadows is an i important tool as you learn about and explore the craft. You 
will find that some spell sand ritualswork better than others. The best way to find out 
which techniques work well for you is to keep track of them. 

Some i important i nformati on to record i s ti me of day, phase of the moon, weather, 
emotional state, outside noises, distractions, location, items used and results. This book will 
soon develop into a very useful and essential tool. 
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Wax and Water Rite 


A Chapter from the I ntroductory Lesson of 
TheCompleteHomestudy Course in Witchcraft 

Some say the best readings are from tarot cards or runes. Directions for these will be 
discussed in later lessons. For me, however, the wax and water method works best. Though 
it may take some practi ce to become very effecti ve, i t i s an easy process to I earn. Thi s too 
was my fi rst d i vi nati on tool. 

You Will Need: 

Onewhite candle 

(U se the same candle every ti me you use thi s rite.) 

(When the candle runs out, simply get a new one and do the same.) 

Matches or lighter 

Your charged black bowl or cauldron 
(filled with water) 

ExampleSetup: 



Wax& Water Rite 

Perform STEP ONE, Meditation. 

Lightyour white candleand state out loud whatyou need to know. 

Hold the candle til ted over the bowl of water so the wax drips into the bowl. 

Watch the wax and I ook for symbol s it mi ght form. 

When you see one, stop. 

(such as an owl, house, heart, etc.) 

The drippings may even clearly spell out the answer using letters or numbers. 

Inthiscase, continueuntil the letters or numbers stop. 

After you have a symbol, you must interpret it. 

(Only you can dothis-1 can tell you what an owl means to me, 
but it may mean somethi ng enti rely different to you.) 

Simply take the symbol and consider what it means to you. 

Such as an owl might mean sight, luck, beauty, money, etc. to you. 

I f it spel I s out I etters or numbers, you may not have to do any i nterpreti ng. 

Practice this, and you should become very effective at it. 
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Basic Candle M agick 

A Chapter from the Introductory Lesson of 
TheCompleteHomestudy Course in Witchcraft 

H ere i s a taste of magi ck you may use as soon as you compl ete the Self-Ded i cati on peri od. 
This type of candle magick isvery basic, yet quite effective. Lesson Four will deal solely 
with magick, but this being an introductory lesson, it is only fair to include a taste. 

Thisisagood time to iterate how closely Karma and ethics are intertwined. If you cast an 
evil spell, you may be in for some Karma even though you might cal I yourself a white 
witch. You choose your own color of magick, not once, but each time you practice. Some 
traditions believe in Karma as "What you do comes back to you". Do you? This is your own 
moral choice. The magick you will learn from this course and the magick you will learn to 
create on your own can be used for any purpose. 

Keep in mind thatfor any magick it is best (though not necessary) to do calling magick, 
such as money, love, health, luck or anything that brings something to you, during the 
waxing moon (first quarter) to the full moon. Banishing magick, such as bindings, quitting 
bad habits, curses or anythi ng pushi ng energy away shoul d be done duri ng the wani ng 
moon (last quarter) to the new moon. These are optimal times, butyou cannot always base 
your magick around the moon. 

Basic candle magick deals only with two colors, white and black (Lesson Four will havea 
compl ete I ist of col or or meani ngs). Envi si on the white cand I e as the waxi ng to fu 11 moon 
and the black cand leas the waning to new moon. For any calling purposes, use the white 
candle. For any banishing purposes, use the black candle. (Note: Always use candles that 
are one solid color throughout. Scratch somewaxoff totestthisif you are not certain.) 

You Will Need: 

One white or black candle 
Candleholder 
Matches or lighter 
Olive oil 

(asmall amount) 

Basic Candle M agick Spell 

Perform STEP ONE, Meditation. 

For white candle: 

Rub oi I from the ti p of the cand I e towards the base, 

while humming and visualizing your reason for doing this spell. 

Conti nue hummi ng and vi sual izi ng for about five mi nutes. 

For black candle: 

Ru b oi I from the base of the cand I e toward s the ti p, 
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whi Ie hummi ng and visual izi ng your reason for doing this spel I. 

Conti nue hummi ng and vi sual izi ng for about five mi nutes. 

Conti nue for either cand I e: 

PI ace the candle into the holder and light it. 

Chant your chant for as long as you can whilevisualizing your purpose. 

To chant, use a monotone humming voice. 

(You should create a specific chant for your purpose.) 

(Itcan be as simple as one word or as complex as you wish.) 

(Examples: "Money, money, come to me", "bring love", 
or "Protection surround me, complete serenity".) 

When you cannot chant and visualize any longer, 

put the candle out and repeat the spel I thefol lowing night (or day). 

After you see the fi rst gli mpse of the results of your spel I, 
let the candle burn all the way out. 

Remember, after the completion of any spell or ritual, always say: 

"So mote it be." 

(Thissimply means "It is over.") 
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